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1  About the guide 
This guide contains the practical information needed to apply for the Ph.D. fellowships 
financed by the AXA Research Fund (ARF), as well as a general overview of the selection 
process.  
 
The AXA Research Fund annually grants about thirty Ph.D. fellowships. 
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2 Which institutions are eligible to apply for fellowships? 
• Only institutions that have been referenced by the Fund may apply for these 

fellowships (see referencing procedure in section 5.2.1 below). No individual 
student applications will be accepted or reviewed. Please liaise with your institution 
to know if it’s referenced. 

• An institution may present the same applicant for funding only once, and the 
applicant in question can be presented by only one institution. 

• Applications must be submitted by the research institutions to which the host 
laboratory is attached and where the Ph.D. work is to be carried out. 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
The institution must be able to host and accommodate the applicant for funding in 
accordance with prevailing legislation in the country where the institution is located.1 This 
institution must be the same as that presenting the Ph.D. candidate. 

                                            
1 In France, the host institutions will draw up an employment contract directly with the Ph.D. researcher. AXA 
will ensure that the Ph.D. has an employment contract that complies with French labour law. AXA will have 
no relationship of subordination with the Ph.D. researcher. 
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3 Eligibility criteria used to select Ph.D.s 
Every application that is submitted must be complete and must comply with the criteria 
below in order to be submitted for review by the Fund’s Scientific Board. 
 
The Scientific Board oversees the applicant selection process, basing its decisions on the 
assessments offered by a network of experts whose reputation in their fields is 
international in scope. For information, the rate of selection for Ph.D. in 2008 was 19.35%. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
The AXA Research Fund, operating at European scale, follows the spirit of the Bologna 
process which defines the doctoral cycle as a three-year cycle. Students who are already 
engaged in a Ph.D. programme are not eligible. 

3.1 Areas of research eligible for funding 
The Ph.D. work financed by the Fund must fall within the scope of one of the themes 
identified by the AXA Scientific Board. The themes for 2010 are identified below, and can 
also be found on the website of the AXA Research Fund:  
http://researchfund.axa.com/en/  
 

• Life risks 
o Aging and long term care 
o Addictions and risky behaviours 
o Emerging biomedical risks 
 

• SocioEconomic Risks 
o Geopolitical risks 
o Macro-economic risks 
o Large corporate risks 
 

• Environmental risks 
o Natural catastrophes 
o Risks linked to climate change 

 
The AXA Research Fund, for ethical reasons, does not fund research in the following areas:  

• research violating national regulations  
• research having direct military use  
• research having potentially dangerous environmental impact  
• biomedical research led without the informed consent of the donor  
• research on embryo stem cells  
• processing of private personal data without the informed consent of the concerned (incl. genetic information)  
• research activities aiming at human cloning  

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
Any research project that does not fall within the defined scope will be declared ineligible, 
regardless of its merits. Although these projects must fit into any of these themes, we will 
accept applications coming from any discipline, including but not limited to: Earth 
Sciences, Physics, Applied Mathematics, Social Sciences, Economics, Political Sciences, 
Philosophy, Chemistry, Sociology, etc… These projects should contribute to a better 
knowledge or understanding of one of these three families of risks. 
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Areas of research eligible for funding in detail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Seismic risks
2. Avalanche risks
3. Ground movements

Subsidence, collapse, debris flow and avalanche, landslides, coastal dune 
dynamics, dissolution of limestone 

4. Flooding risks
Generated by sustained rainfall or river flood, by streaming and mudflows, by 
debris flow, groundwater flood, by sea tidal surge and strong winds

5. Volcanic risks
Lava flow, pyroclastic flow, volcano injections of aerosols and gases, lahars

6. Forest fires
7. Risks linked to atmospheric phenomenon

Cyclonic storms and tornadoes, windstorms and wind risks, gales, atmospheric 
electrical discharge, snow and freezing rain, blizzard, hailstorms and hail risks, 
heat waves, droughts

8. Socio-economic impacts of natural catastrophes

1. Environmental consequences of climate change
2. Socio-economic consequences of climate change

Environmental risks

Natural catastrophes

Climate change and 
associated risks

1. Addictions (including but not limited to): drugs, tobacco, 
gambling, technology, and alcohol
Causes and nature of addictive disorders

Out of scope: clinical only oriented research
2. Risky behaviors affecting the young population

Causes and nature of risky behaviors affecting the young population
Out of scope: clinical only oriented research

1. Mechanisms of aging and longevity 
Basic research on model systems

Out of scope: clinical only oriented research
2. Drivers of longevity (environmental, socio-economic factors etc.)
3. Long-term care

Use, cost and financing; care giving (access, quality of care, organization and 
delivery of care); consumer and caregiver behavior; analysis of long-term care 
for specific populations (younger persons with physical disabilities, persons 
with developmental disabilities; and persons with chronic diseases such as 
diabetes, emphysema, and AIDS)

Out of scope: clinical only oriented research and physical therapy 
4. Economic and financial well being of Seniors

Analysis of social security and pension systems; health system and poverty 
prevention; individual financial protection (income security, savings, annuities, 
estate planning)

5. Quality of life of Seniors
Accessibility and ergonomic; rural development, migration and urbanization; 
access to knowledge, education and training; housing and living environment; 
neglect, abuse and violence

6. Image and societal role of Seniors
Social representation / images of ageing; participation of older persons in 
decision-making processes at all levels; seniors at work; unemployment

Addictions and risky 
behaviors

Aging & Long-term care

Life risks

1. Emerging infectious diseases and pandemics
Out of scope: clinical only oriented research

2. Nanotechnology
3. Other emerging biomedical risks

Emerging biomedical risks
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1. Uncertainties affecting the aggregate behavior of an Economy, 
including but not limited to:
Causes and impacts of financial, economic and social crisis at national, regional 
and international levels
The Econometrics of risk
Politics and economic policy
Impact of Monetary Policy on international trade
Fiscal policy
Impact of globalization on economics and trade

1. Political
2. Terrorism and International Security
3. Criminal and security
4. Conflicts (including but not limited to)

Ethnic Violence
Civil conflicts
War between states

5. Access to resources and related issues

Macroeconomic Risks

Geopolitical Risks at regional 
or international level

SocioEconomic risks

1. Corporate Governance risks 
Regulations, control, structures, practices and behaviors 

2. Political, criminal and security risks threatening corporations
Criminal risks (corruption, counterfeit, fraud, laundering, extortion)
Corporate security risks such as terrorism, kidnapping, piracy and 
network security

3. Operational risks (operating in sensitive zones, in emerging 
markets…), expropriation risks, event cancellation, contract frustration…

4. Environmental risks threatening corporations 

Large corporate risks

Sociology & psychology of 
risks

1. Social reaction to risks
2. Individual and collective behaviors when facing risks or 

uncertainties
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3.2 Geographic scope of funding 
The AXA Research Fund supports both: 
 

• Candidates wishing to do a PhD in an institution established in one of the member 
states of the European Union, one of the countries associated to the EU within the 
meaning of the 7th Framework Programme of the EU (FP7, i.e. Switzerland, Israel, 
Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Turkey, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia and Serbia, Albania and Montenegro) or in Singapore. In this case, the 
Fund does not place restrictions on the nationality of the applicant. 

 
• Candidates who are citizens of one of the EU member states, one of the countries 

associated to the EU within the meaning of the 7th Framework Programme of the 
EU (FP7, i.e. Switzerland, Israel, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Turkey, Croatia, the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Serbia, Albania and Montenegro) or 
Singapore. In this case, the Fund places no restrictions on the country in which the 
PhD research laboratory is located. 

3.3 Start date for Ph.D. research 

The period between the date on which the AXA Research Fund announces the results of 
its selection process and the starting date of the Ph.D. (i.e., the date of the administrative 
registration of the Ph.D. by the host institution) must not exceed 6 months. 

3.4 Selection criteria 

The principal criteria used to make a scientific and academic assessment of the applications 
submitted are listed below:  

1. The academic excellence of the candidate, assessed on the basis of his or her 
previous studies, and the excellence of his or her previous studies.  

2. The innovative approach and originality of the Ph.D. project, as well as its feasibility 
(access to resources, etc.), and the impact of its potential results.  

3. The international orientation and reach of the host research laboratory. 
4. The quality of the conditions offered to the Ph.D. applicant by the host laboratory. 
5. The feasibility (access to resources, etc.) of the project, and the impact of its potential 

results. 



Ph.D. applications – Instructions 

 9 

4 The funding 

4.1 Funding budget 
The AXA Research Fund seeks to guarantee the following to the Ph.D. student:  

• A minimum annual gross salary of €25 000 
• Coverage of any additional costs incurred in relation to the research project, 

provided that expense receipts are submitted (colloquia, etc.) and limited to €1 000 
a year. 

  
The fellowship comes to a maximum total of €120 000 for the entire duration of the 3 
years funding, and covers the following, pursuant to specific details to be worked out with 
the host institution in the contract and in accordance with local practice and legislation in 
force: 

• The annual gross salary of the Ph.D. student, which will be equal to €25 000 
minimum. 

• The coverage of any additional costs incurred by the Ph.D. student in relation to the 
research, provided that expense receipts are submitted (colloquia, etc.) and limited 
to €1 000 a year. 

• Related fees paid to the host institution, used to cover all or some of the expenses 
related to the Ph.D. research. 

 

4.2 Duration of funding 
The Ph.D. funding is for a period of 3 years. 
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5 How to apply for funding 
Only those institutions referenced by the AXA Research Fund may present applicants for 
funding. The AXA Fund does not accept any unsolicited applications from individual 
students.  

5.1 Selection timetable for 2010 
In 2010, one call for applicants will be made.  

o Opening: February 2, 2010 
o Deadline for Institutions to propose candidates: March 30, 2010 (11:59 

pm, French time: GMT+1) 
o Closing (i.e. deadline for candidates to fill in their applications): April 27, 

2010 at 11:59pm, French time: GMT+1 
 Candidates may begin completing their applications as soon as their 

candidacy has been submitted by their institution. 
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Opening:
Dec 1st
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Jan MarFeb
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Review & pre-selection
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Contractualization Implementation
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July 27th
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Doctoral 
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5.2 Detailed description of the steps 

5.2.1 Step 1: Referencing of institutions by the Fund (see specific modus operandi 
for institutions’ registration, available on the Research Fund’s website) 

Institutions are referenced prior to the Ph.D. funding selection process. This referencing, 
which has to be done on the AXA Research Fund platform (http://researchfund-
platform.axa.com/Public/InstitutionEdit.aspx) is a prerequisite to submitting applicants for 
funding. 
 
The AXA Research Fund platform is optimized for use with Mozilla Firefox or Internet 
Explorer version 6 and above. 

5.2.2 Step 2: Submitting applications (see appendix how to apply, step by step) 

A given institution may submit applications for no more than 2 candidates for funding for 
2010.   
 
After pre-selecting applicant(s) for one of the annual calls for candidates, the institution 
must fill-in their names & email addresses on line, on the AXA Research Fund platform 
(http://researchfund-platform.axa.com/), via its operational contact person, who has the 
necessary username and password of the Institution. 
 
The AXA Research Fund platform is optimized for use with Mozilla Firefox or Internet 
Explorer version 6 and above. 
 
Once the candidate(s) is (are) validated by the operational contact, an e-mail is sent directly 
to the candidate(s), enclosing the necessary details to access the application form (URL, 
username and password). 
 
The application for funding includes the following item:  

− A detailed description of the Ph.D. project (4 pages maximum) 
− 1 detailed CV  
− 2 letters of recommendation: 

o 1st letter by the applicant’s Ph.D. advisor, which should include: 
 An engagement of the Ph.D. advisor to supervise the Ph.D. candidate 
 Information about the excellence of the research environment offered 

by the institution: international reach, academic networks, details of 
the research facilities, research equipments, IT, etc. 

 The number of fellows/trainees to be supervised by the Ph.D. advisor 
during the fellowship 

o 2nd recommendation letter, preferably by the applicant’s Master's thesis 
advisor if applicable. 

− Additional materials illustrating the applicant’s research work (summary of the 
thesis, abstracts from any publications or releases, etc.).  

5.2.3 Step 3: Reviewing & selecting applications 

The review and selection of applications is a multi-phase process: 
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1. An initial review of all applications is made to ensure that submissions are 
complete and that applications meet the eligibility criteria. 

2. A second review of applications is then conducted by 2 to 3 independent 
readers to assess scientific quality. 

3. A final review is done by the Fund’s Scientific Board. 

5.2.4 Step 4: Informing applicants 

As soon as the applications for funding have been reviewed, the Fund will announce 
those selected for funding on its website, and will contact the applicants who have been 
selected as well as the operational contact people in their institutions so that the 
contracting process can be set in motion. 

5.2.5 Step 5: Contracting with the institutions of selected applicants 

Once the applications have been reviewed and fellowships have been granted, the Fund 
will contract with the institution hosting the Ph.D. student as rapidly as possible. 
 
Ph.D. grantees will be kept up-to-date by their institution’s operational contact person 
throughout the contracting process.  
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APPENDIX: 

Step1: To propose a candidate, the operational contact clicks on “Propose candidate for 
Post-Doctoral grants, PhD grants” 
The AXA Research Fund platform is optimized for use with Mozilla Firefox or Internet 
Explorer version 6 and above. 
 

 
 
 
Step 2: The operational contact chooses the appropriate wave 
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Step 3: The operational contact fills-in the 4 fields 
 

 
 
 
Step 3 bis: to propose a 2nd candidate, the operational contact clicks on “Add another 
candidate” & fills-in the 4 fields (see step 3) 
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Once the candidate(s) is (are) validated by the operational contact, an e-mail is sent directly 
to the candidate(s), enclosing the necessary details to access the application form (URL, 
username and password). 
 
Important: Once 2 candidates have been submitted by an institution in a civil year for a 
Ph.D. fellowship, no more proposal of candidate will be possible. 
 
 
Step 4: The application form is accessed by clicking on the URL provided in the e-mail. 
Please use the username and password provided in the e-mail to login. 
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Step 5: The candidate is required to fill all the required fields and upload the needed files 
(Fig 1, 2, 3and 4). Once the form is filled, click on the button “PUBLISH FORM” (Fig 4). You 
will receive an automatic confirmation email. 
 
The application form can be filled during different sessions. Make sure you save the form 
before closing the window; otherwise all the information would be lost. 
 
IMPORTANT: For security reasons, your session will expire automatically after 60 minutes of 
inaction. Please make sure that you regularly save your data by clicking on the "SAVE 
FORM AS DRAFT" button at the bottom of the application form. 
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Fig 1 

 
 

 
Fig 2 
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Fig 3 

 
 

 
Fig 4 


