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1 About the guide

This guide contains the practical information needed to apply for the Ph.D. fellowships
financed by the AXA Research Fund (ARF), as well as a general overview of the selection
process.

The AXA Research Fund annually grants about thirty Ph.D. fellowships.
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2 Which institutions are eligible to apply for fellowships?

e Only institutions that have been referenced by the Fund may apply for these
fellowships (see referencing procedure in section 5.2.1 below). No individual
student applications will be accepted or reviewed. Please liaise with your institution
to know if it's referenced.

e An institution may present the same applicant for funding only once, and the
applicant in question can be presented by only one institution.

e Applications must be submitted by the research institutions to which the host
laboratory is attached and where the Ph.D. work is to be carried out.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The institution must be able to host and accommodate the applicant for funding in
accordance with prevailing legislation in the country where the institution is located." This
institution must be the same as that presenting the Ph.D. candidate.

! In France, the host institutions will draw up an employment contract directly with the Ph.D. researcher. AXA
will ensure that the Ph.D. has an employment contract that complies with French labour law. AXA will have
no relationship of subordination with the Ph.D. researcher.
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3 Eligibility criteria used to select Ph.D.s

Every application that is submitted must be complete and must comply with the criteria
below in order to be submitted for review by the Fund’s Scientific Board.

The Scientific Board oversees the applicant selection process, basing its decisions on the
assessments offered by a network of experts whose reputation in their fields is
international in scope. For information, the rate of selection for Ph.D. in 2008 was 19.35%.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

The AXA Research Fund, operating at European scale, follows the spirit of the Bologna
process which defines the doctoral cycle as a three-year cycle. Students who are already
engaged in a Ph.D. programme are not eligible.

3.1 Areas of research eligible for funding

The Ph.D. work financed by the Fund must fall within the scope of one of the themes
identified by the AXA Scientific Board. The themes for 2010 are identified below, and can
also be found on the website of the AXA Research Fund:

http://researchfund.axa.com/en/

e Life risks
0 Aging and long term care
0 Addictions and risky behaviours
0 Emerging biomedical risks

e SocioEconomic Risks
0 Geopolitical risks
0 Macro-economic risks
O Large corporate risks

e Environmental risks
o0 Natural catastrophes
0 Risks linked to climate change

The AXA Research Fund, for ethical reasons, does not fund research in the following areas:
e research violating national regulations

research having direct military use

research having potentially dangerous environmental impact

biomedical research led without the informed consent of the donor

research on embryo stem cells

processing of private personal data without the informed consent of the concerned (incl. genetic information)

research activities aiming at human cloning

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

Any research project that does not fall within the defined scope will be declared ineligible,
regardless of its merits. Although these projects must fit into any of these themes, we will
accept applications coming from any discipline, including but not limited to: Earth
Sciences, Physics, Applied Mathematics, Social Sciences, Economics, Political Sciences,
Philosophy, Chemistry, Sociology, etc... These projects should contribute to a better
knowledge or understanding of one of these three families of risks.
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Areas of research eligible for funding in detail

Environmental risks

Life risks
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SocioEconomic risks
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3.2 Geographic scope of funding
The AXA Research Fund supports both:

Candidates wishing to do a PhD in an institution established in one of the member
states of the European Union, one of the countries associated to the EU within the
meaning of the 7th Framework Programme of the EU (FP7, i.e. Switzerland, Israel,
Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Turkey, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and Serbia, Albania and Montenegro) or in Singapore. In this case, the
Fund does not place restrictions on the nationality of the applicant.

Candidates who are citizens of one of the EU member states, one of the countries
associated to the EU within the meaning of the 7th Framework Programme of the
EU (FP7, i.e. Switzerland, Israel, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Turkey, Croatia, the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Serbia, Albania and Montenegro) or
Singapore. In this case, the Fund places no restrictions on the country in which the
PhD research laboratory is located.

3.3 Start date for Ph.D. research

The period between the date on which the AXA Research Fund announces the results of
its selection process and the starting date of the Ph.D. (i.e., the date of the administrative
registration of the Ph.D. by the host institution) must not exceed 6 months.

3.4 Selection criteria

The principal criteria used to make a scientific and academic assessment of the applications
submitted are listed below:

1.

2.

vk w

The academic excellence of the candidate, assessed on the basis of his or her
previous studies, and the excellence of his or her previous studies.

The innovative approach and originality of the Ph.D. project, as well as its feasibility
(access to resources, etc.), and the impact of its potential results.

The international orientation and reach of the host research laboratory.

The quality of the conditions offered to the Ph.D. applicant by the host laboratory.
The feasibility (access to resources, etc.) of the project, and the impact of its potential
results.
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4 The funding

4.1 Funding budget

The AXA Research Fund seeks to guarantee the following to the Ph.D. student:
e A minimum annual gross salary of €25 000
e Coverage of any additional costs incurred in relation to the research project,
provided that expense receipts are submitted (colloquia, etc.) and limited to €1 000
a year.

The fellowship comes to a maximum total of €120 000 for the entire duration of the 3
years funding, and covers the following, pursuant to specific details to be worked out with
the host institution in the contract and in accordance with local practice and legislation in
force:

e The annual gross salary of the Ph.D. student, which will be equal to €25 000
minimum.

e The coverage of any additional costs incurred by the Ph.D. student in relation to the
research, provided that expense receipts are submitted (colloquia, etc.) and limited
to €1 000 a year.

e Related fees paid to the host institution, used to cover all or some of the expenses
related to the Ph.D. research.

4.2 Duration of funding
The Ph.D. funding is for a period of 3 years.
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5 How to apply for funding

Only those institutions referenced by the AXA Research Fund may present applicants for
funding. The AXA Fund does not accept any unsolicited applications from individual
students.

5.1 Selection timetable for 2010

In 2010, one call for applicants will be made.

0 Opening: February 2, 2010

0 Deadline for Institutions to propose candidates: March 30, 2010 (11:59
pm, French time: GMT+1)

o C(losing (i.e. deadline for candidates to fill in their applications): April 27,
2010 at 11:59pm, French time: GMT+1
= (Candidates may begin completing their applications as soon as their

candidacy has been submitted by their institution.

2010 campaigns calendar

Oct 'Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

Opening: Closing: Com °of results:
Dec 1st May 201 Oct 30"
Chairs i
Applications Review & pre-selection Contractualization |IT£J|€I11§nt§IIDn
monitoring
Opening: Closing: Com °of results:
Jan 5t April 1510 July 27t
Projects i
! ‘ Review & pre-selection Contractualization Implemgmatlon
& monitoring
Opening: Feb 160 Closing: Com °of results:
Jan 5t ) March 16t June 15t
Institutions A . 5
st b
19 e to submit App“ IR & Contractualization |l11p|en1§nt§t|on
. cations pre-selection & monitoring
Post- candidates
Docto rgl Opening: Sept 221 Closing: Com °of results:
Fellowships May 26 . Oct 6t Dec 21t
2nd wave ‘ Institutions to Appli- Review & e
submit candidates cations pre-selection ol
Opening: March 300 Closing: Com °of results:

Feb 2nd * April 270 July 27

Ph.D. i NS Appli- Review & Implementation
Fellowships ’ to submit bp ’ ] Contractualization plementa
el RGeS cations pre-selection & monitoring
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5.2 Detailed description of the steps

5.2.1 Step 1: Referencing of institutions by the Fund (see specific modus operandi
for institutions’ registration, available on the Research Fund'’s website)

Institutions are referenced prior to the Ph.D. funding selection process. This referencing,
which has to be done on the AXA Research Fund platform (http://researchfund-
platform.axa.com/Public/InstitutionEdit.aspx) is a prerequisite to submitting applicants for
funding.

The AXA Research Fund platform is optimized for use with Mozilla Firefox or Internet
Explorer version 6 and above.

5.2.2 Step 2: Submitting applications (see appendix how to apply, step by step)

A given institution may submit applications for no more than 2 candidates for funding for
2010.

After pre-selecting applicant(s) for one of the annual calls for candidates, the institution
must fill-in their names & email addresses on line, on the AXA Research Fund platform
(http://researchfund-platform.axa.com/), via its operational contact person, who has the
necessary username and password of the Institution.

The AXA Research Fund platform is optimized for use with Mozilla Firefox or Internet
Explorer version 6 and above.

Once the candidate(s) is (are) validated by the operational contact, an e-mail is sent directly
to the candidate(s), enclosing the necessary details to access the application form (URL,
username and password).

The application for funding includes the following item:
— A detailed description of the Ph.D. project (4 pages maximum)
— 1 detailed CV
— 2 letters of recommendation:
o 1% letter by the applicant’s Ph.D. advisor, which should include:
= An engagement of the Ph.D. advisor to supervise the Ph.D. candidate
= Information about the excellence of the research environment offered
by the institution: international reach, academic networks, details of
the research facilities, research equipments, IT, etc.
= The number of fellows/trainees to be supervised by the Ph.D. advisor
during the fellowship
o 2" recommendation letter, preferably by the applicant’'s Master's thesis
advisor if applicable.
— Additional materials illustrating the applicant’s research work (summary of the
thesis, abstracts from any publications or releases, etc.).

5.2.3 Step 3: Reviewing & selecting applications

The review and selection of applications is a multi-phase process:
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1. An initial review of all applications is made to ensure that submissions are
complete and that applications meet the eligibility criteria.

2. A second review of applications is then conducted by 2 to 3 independent
readers to assess scientific quality.

3. Afinal review is done by the Fund’s Scientific Board.

5.2.4 Step 4: Informing applicants

As soon as the applications for funding have been reviewed, the Fund will announce
those selected for funding on its website, and will contact the applicants who have been
selected as well as the operational contact people in their institutions so that the
contracting process can be set in motion.

5.2.5 Step 5: Contracting with the institutions of selected applicants

Once the applications have been reviewed and fellowships have been granted, the Fund
will contract with the institution hosting the Ph.D. student as rapidly as possible.

Ph.D. grantees will be kept up-to-date by their institution’s operational contact person
throughout the contracting process.
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APPENDIX:

Step1: To propose a candidate, the operational contact clicks on “Propose candidate for
Post-Doctoral grants, PhD grants”

The AXA Research Fund platform is optimized for use with Mozilla Firefox or Internet
Explorer version 6 and above.

£ Main Menii - Windows Internet [xplorer

O© - & rwirweranmizsmmsten, -

Exhiw  Edbion  Blchagn  Fogrs Qo 1

L P = = = & -

S bt kol i -

Step 2: The operational contact chooses the appropriate wave
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(= Funding request - Windows Internet Explorer

G-k .t o Te—— DICES 5
[ e ot IR A« ccomd @ > & @ x | Bim B v res - ok - "

Disconnect

M RESEARCH FI.IND/

Hemezage » Prepose candidates for Post-Doctoral grarts, PhD grants

Hamepage

::‘::::;:::;“ | Propose candidates for Post-Doctoral grants, PhD grants

Propese candidates

for Post-Dectoral or Funding request | Opening Date

Ph grants - VA2908 1172009

Chair rex quest : y 2412009
Post-Doctoral grant 22 /26 /312009

1| Prvency polecy | Helo |
| &xa Secenrch Fund |

Tarmind S dreranet local A0 -

(= Doctoral grant - Windows Internet Fxplarer

g > |@ platform. it coep. - spCalg=ll w lbellx Bl

Echir  Edeon  afehaos Fayors Qs 1
WG e el GIF A < Accusd @ ]

M researc Funn/

Hemazage > Funding request

Disconnect

Hamepage

Manage your | Doctoral grant - 7/22/2008 - 7/4/2009

Institution data

Propese candidates
Applicant details :

s name:
Phong Hymber:

Errai Address:

Plazes rake gue the amal address of the candidsse & comect and kigs weh himyhar ta chack hither

Important:
Bpoiation progress.

& &dd prasher aoolicant

| Prreaey peeey | Helo |
| &xa Secenrch Fund |

Tarmind S dreranet local A0~

Step 3 bis: to propose a 2" candidate, the operational contact clicks on “Add another
candidate” & fills-in the 4 fields (see step 3)
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(= Doctoral grant - Windows Internet Fxplarer

g - | platfoem. ot corp, . 35p7Cald=1d v ipllx B
Echi  Edbon  @fchage  Fayes  Quls 1

WO 5o g pertal OE oA s Acrued ] & - x Be- @ - ese- Gows- "

| Doctoral grant - 7 /22 /2008 - 7/4/2009

Lagt name:
s name:
Phong Hymber:

Errai Address:

1| Prvency polecy | Helo |
| &xa Secenrch Fund |

Tarmind S dreranet local A0 -

Once the candidate(s) is (are) validated by the operational contact, an e-mail is sent directly
to the candidate(s), enclosing the necessary details to access the application form (URL,
username and password,.

Important: Once 2 candidates have been submitted by an institution in a civil year for a
Ph.D. fellowship, no more proposal of candidate will be possible.

Step 4: The application form is accessed by clicking on the URL provided in the e-mail.
Please use the username and password provided in the e-mail to login.
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M RESEARCH FUND/

Lagin

assword” : Plaase enter your Login and validate, you wil receive an email in few
i word,

S inranet local A0 -

Step 5: The candidate is required to fill all the required fields and upload the needed files
(Fig 1, 2, 3and 4). Once the form is filled, click on the button “PUBLISH FORM" (Fig 4). You
will receive an automatic confirmation email.

The application form can be filled during different sessions. Make sure you save the form
before closing the window; otherwise all the information would be lost.

IMPORTANT: For security reasons, your session will expire automatically after 60 minutes of

inaction. Please make sure that you regularly save your data by clicking on the SAVE
FORM AS DRAFT" button at the bottom of the application form.
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k. coep e eE . o ¥ b/ K| Porence hatman el

= Portal GIE AA « Accusd @ g ¥l "] Apglcati,.. %

M RESEARCH FI.IHD/

Hemepage » See and update your applicatien data

Disconnect

Hamepage

IMPORTAXT: &t S0 minures of inaction. Please
wiake sare that o regatarty save your daza by n:rmmm “save as & draft” buton at the bocrom of thls page.

| Doctoral grant — Application Form

" ged

Application status : Iniinlized
Firgt naene Jean

Last name: Martin

|ean mantingipmail. com|
Doc_ia?
|esamana
i Trom «7/33/ 3008 ty = 7/31/3008

Candidate’s bicgraphical sketch

Narme of cumrent msttution
Current studies

Hama of the host nEtEution
Department of the Host nevuten
Country of the host nettucon
Offics phona numbar

Home phore number

Moibe phone number

Parsanal postal kg address

Termnd B : -‘ﬂwmhul R - .

Fig 1

k. coep e eE . o ¥ b/ K| Porence hatman el

WO e ot GIE AXA - Accusd @& - & @ Apposti,.. % fi - B - e - G osk -

Parsonal poszal madng address.

Date of birth (MM/DD/YYYY)
Place of bith
Critenship

Ginder & Male O Female

Candidate’s Curriculum Vitae
Unlsad 2 detaled cumculum vEae n Englsh

Parcoun... Uptaad

Candidate’s previous research studies
Tike of the Master's degree

Harre of Master thess sdvaor

Magter thess’ advisor's ttie

Institution

Departrent

Courtry

Suconct and accurate descrpsion of the research
work undertaok durng th Master (obléctives,

agpraach, cutcomas of the desaration) — max. 3000
Characters

Grade report of the pravious year and on-pong ves (F avalable)
Parcount. Uptoad

Other reseach expenence: Unkbad up to 3 relevant documents (maxmum of 20 pages, n ﬂn< of .paf format)
Inicad £ your Master: 6.9, publcations, extract of the Master thess, parCOAton N coloqua.

Parcount... Uptoad

Add docun

S intranes locel A% -

Fig 2
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ik coep. s eE Sy W ke N | Tiorence kstman™

@ " @ & B s B 8 - [hese - Ghouk -
Scientilic Recommendations
Flease ipdima the name, e-mail address and postion/tile of the future Phe: dissenation adviscr and cther
reseaccher,

Racommandasion infarmazion mandsicey

Frt nama
Last namé
Emal address

Poston

First namé
Last narme
Erral addres
Poston

st hatmer by your Ph.D, advisar, which should nclude;
= An dngagamant of the PR.0. adveor to supenss the PhO. canddate
s Informatien abaut the excelence of the resesrch emwonmant offered By the inscruci:
reach, acadentc natwonks, detals of the resaarch Saclti, restarch etupments, IT, ate.
s The rumber of felovs/tranees to be sunenvsed by the Ph.D. advsor dusing the felowsho

Parcounr_ | Uglosd ]
:ru letter, preferably by vour Master's thess idvsor
(Farcoui Lpiant J

Research Project
Marme of the project
Rewmarch domain

Please selct me anproprate research doman far yeur prapect (0.0 I.MM lang-tarm cane, Sga-relted
diseasey), and Al the snechc feld [e.0.. Celulr Bolgy, Ganatics, @

(& Longewity, keng-term care. age-relsted diseases
O Cimate change & associeted nsks and impacts
) Risk assessment and mensurement technizues
(O Bcoromic sgerts behavior when facing risks
) Adagtabiiey of arganizssiors

‘Spectic research fieid

S inranet local _ huom -

Fig 3

Hame of the project
Research domain

Please salect the approprate research domain for yeur project (e.9. Longevity, lkeng-term care, age-raltsd
deseases), and il the soechic field (¢.0.. Celiar Bology, Gentics, dtc.)

(& Longevity, long-term care, sge-ralsied diseases
O climate change & associated risks and impacts
O Risk sesmssmant and measurament tachnigues
(0 Ecomamas agerts behaviar whan facing risks
O adagtabubity of argaruzations

Specic restarch feld

Expected date of begnnng of the £
PhD. (HH/BDYYYY)

Expected date of end of the Ph. 0. 9
[MM/DD/YYYY)

Executive surrmary of the proposed work: long-term objectives, soecfic sims; prelmingy studies, reseanch
desgn and methods (max. 4800 characters)

Detaled description of the PhD research project (10 pages mumum)

Faroun_ Uplind
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